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Mountain Empire Community College is located in Big Stone Gap, in the far southwestern part of 
the state, serving the residents of the counties of Lee, Scott, Wise, and Dickenson, as well as the 
City of Norton. 
 
Annual FTES Enrollment: 1,932 (2008-2009) 
Fall Headcount: 3,075 (2008-2009) 
 
Tuition as of fall 2009 (additional fees apply): 
In-State: $103.00 / credit hour 
Out-of-State: $285.10 / credit hour 
 
Superlatives / Recent Accolades: 

 The Southwest Virginia Leadership Academy is designed to enhance the 
leadership programs of area businesses. The academy assists with raising future 
leaders within their respective organizations by attracting speakers to the region to 
motivate the leaders of tomorrow with the knowledge and skills necessary for 
success 

 The National Science Foundation Grant has been extremely beneficial to MECC 
in regard to the GIS Certificate. It has allowed the college to 1) develop a 
brochure, 2) have the GIS Advisory Committee update and validate the certificate, 
and 3) articulate the courses in the certificate with four year institutions 

 
Locations: 
Big Stone Gap 
 
Current industry training programs:  
The Center for Workforce Development (http://www.mecc.edu/workdev/index.html) provides 
businesses, industries, and governmental agencies with training programs to achieve a 
competitive edge through innovative, effective, and efficient courses that promote life-long 

learning and economic well-being in the world marketplace. 
The Center provides customized training, pre-employment 
training, and offers a variety of courses in areas including 
computer and human resources.  
 
Resources for training purposes:  
Classrooms, labs 
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Selected Associate’s Degrees, Certificates and Career Study Certificates:  

 Business Administration, Management, Accounting, Administrative Support Technology, 
Clerical Assistant, Call Center/Teleservices, E-Commerce, Multimedia, Office Automation 
Specialist, Small Business Management  

 Computer-Aided Drafting & Design, Computer & Electronic Technology, Computer 
Networking/Repair, Computer Software Specialist 

 Environmental Science, Pharmacy Aide, Phlebotomy  

 Electro/Mechanical Technology, Computerized Manufacturing Technology, Industrial 
Maintenance, Welding, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration, Industrial Supervision, 
Machinery Maintenance 

 Nursing, Respiratory Therapy, Medical Laboratory Tech, Physical Therapy Assistant, 
Occupational Therapy Assistant, Radiography, Funeral Services, Emergency Medical 
Services 

 
Degrees conferred 2008-2009: 
Associates: 214 
Certificates: 314 
 


